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inTHE death of a 

husband, wife or life-
partner is one of life’s 
worst times. Ex-Mirror 
librarian DEREK DRURY 
and his wife Shirley 
had discussed “life 
after me” and, being a 
few years older, Derek 
thought he would go first. But 
Shirley died in 1997, aged only 61. 
Remembering their conversation, 
Derek determined to make the best 
of everything. So at the age of 65 he 
became a world traveller…

MEMORIES ARE MADE OF THIS: Shoeshine in China, left, river-rafting in Thailand, parasol perfection, also in Thailand

MY WIFE Shirley and I were at her mother’s 
one day, talking about her elderly aunt whose 
husband had been grievously wounded in the 
Second World War. He was sent home, where 
he died shortly after his return.  

He was buried at the end of her road, and 
the aunt visited his grave every day, some-
times spending six hours at a time.  

I said to Shirley: “What a waste of a life. 
When I die, don’t spend your time mourning. 
If you’ve enjoyed our time together [they had 
known one another for 43 years, and were mar-
ried for 39] just get on with life.”  

Fate had its say – Shirley passed away soon 
afterwards.  

Having made my wife promise not to spend 
time grieving but to get on and enjoy life, I 
felt it was my duty to do the same. So six 
months after her death I started my world 
travels. 

Shirley and I had six children, including 
twins, so family holidays had always been a 
simple trip somewhere in the UK, sometimes 
to a caravan park. In 1984 Shirley and I and 
some of the children did manage a package 
trip to Benidorm. 

When the children were grown up, one 

THERE has been little progress in the Equitable 
Life (EL) saga since our comprehensive report in 
our members-only spring newsletter, writes Caro 
Cluskey. 

Chairman Tom Brown is still garnering infor-
mation from victims of the original collapse of 
EL, and who suffered a double-whammy under 
the vagaries of the government’s subsequent 
compensation scheme (ELPS). 

It’s complicated and utterly heartbreaking, as 
Scottish AMP committee man George Easton 
explains:  

“After the court cases concerning EL and the 
closure of the company to new business in 2000, I 
had a barrage of correspondence from both EL 
and Mirror pensions department outlining how I 
might minimise the effects on my fund. Much of 
this went completely over my head as I was then a 

layman regarding pensions and did not appre-
ciate the implications of information I received. 

“Payments from the ELPS are based on the 
‘Relative Losses’ of individual funds had they 
been invested in a similar product with a compa-
rable company. After a small interest allowance, 
EL investors received 22.4 per cent of this Rela-
tive Loss. In 2002 my fund had a guaranteed value 
of £25,303 with a transfer value of £21,766.  

“A year later the fund had been reduced to 

£19,390 with a lower transfer value of £15,626. 
My contributions amounted to £17,080, so my 
fund was now worth less than I had paid in.  

“When I received my compensation payment 
the Relative Loss was calculated at £1,135, 
including £246 interest, despite the fact that the 
fund had reduced by almost £6,000 on the earlier 
guaranteed value.  

“I cannot calculate or check any of the scheme’s 
figures as they will provide only a statement 
illustrating their decision. So having shown a loss 
in excess of £6,000 I received the princely sum of 
£254.28.” 

The AMP is hoping to join forces with other 
companies’ pensioners who have suffered loss to 
prevent the surplus of almost £600m in the ELPS 
from going back to the Treasury, and might lobby 
Parliament.

Equitable misery 
continues
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moved to Spain, one to Portugal and another 
to Greece, so naturally Shirley and I visited 
them as a couple. 

But I worked for many years in the library 
speaking to our journalists around the world, 
so after Shirley’s death I thought it would be 
nice to spread my wings and see what else was 
at the other end of the phone lines. 

I started with a short break in Valencia, 
and since then have visited five continents, 
including trips to Australia, New Zealand, 

China, Sri Lanka, Brazil and Argentina. 
I think I enjoyed Thailand best – the people 

on the tour were wonderful, and I enjoyed the 
elephant ride, the river trip on a raft, the 
floating markets and the visit to a parasol-
painting studio. Plus great hotels. 

Continuing my “enjoy life” philosophy, 
later this year I’m off to Peru, with Japan and 
Cuba on my wish-list for the future. 

●Derek wins £25 for his uplifting story. See how 
you can win, Page 4.


